
Creating Family 
Stories 

Using Your Records 



Definitions 
! Memoir/Narrative: A combination of  story and 

personal experience, memoirs and narratives do 
not need to be all-inclusive or objective. Memoirs 
usually focus on a specific episode or time period 
in the life of  a single ancestor, while a narrative 
generally encompasses a group of  ancestors.  

!  The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls 

!  Oh, Beautiful: An American Family in the 20th Century   John Paul Godges 

!  Finding Family: My Search for Roots and the Secrets in My DNA  Richard Hill 

!  The Stovepipe Bonnie Virag 



Creative Ways to Create a 
Family History 

!  Cookbook: Share your family's favorite recipes while writing about 
the people who created them. A fun project, family history 
cookbooks help carry on the family traditions of  cooking and eating 
together. 

!  Scrapbook or Album: If  you're fortunate enough to have a large 
collection of  family photos and memorabilia, a scrapbook or photo 
album can be a fun way to tell your family's story. Include your 
photos in chronological order and include stories, descriptions and 
family trees to complement the pictures. 



PhotoGraphs  Flickr 
!  Online Picture Album Flickr 



Matriarchal Line 



Blog or Website 



Koch Page of  Bearden Blog 



Using Your Records 
!  From the Internet or Family History Trips 

!  Census 

!  The Years after 1850 

!    1900 Census 

! First what street they  (Catherine), then House number: 

!  Number of  family, in order of  Visitation 

! Relationship of  each person to head of  household  

! Name of  each family member  

! Color or Race/ 

! Sex, Date of  Birth month and Year, Age at last birthday 

! Whether single, married, widowed or divorced number of  years married 

! Mother of  how many children &number of  living children 

! Place of  birth of  each person, father of  this person, Place of  birth of  Mother of  this person 

! Citizenship 

! Year of  immigration to the US 

! Number of  years in the US  Naturalization 

! Occupation 

! Education Attended School (In Numbers Can Read Can Write Can Speak English 

! Ownership of  Home     



Other Public Records 
!  Land Records-Check the BLM site for Early Land 

Warrants and Military Land Warrants-up to 1850 

!  City Directories 

!  Published family Histories-Check FamilySearch.Org 
and Google Books  

!  Probate Records-Estate File 

! Military Records 



Estate Record pg 5, Thomas Latta 1796 
York, later  

Adams Co PA 



Dr’s Bill For William Goodheart 
1841 



Family Memoriblia 
!  Diaries 

!  Letters 

!  Autograph Books 

!  Family Bibles 

!  Ledgers 

!  Membership Files and/or applications for Membership-
Masons, etc.   

!  Foreign Language Newspapers from their town 



Diaries 
!  Excerpt from my grandfather’s sister Cora’s Diary from 1887: 

!  From Cora’s Diary Saturday April 16Watched all forenoon for Pa then got a card saying they had the sore throat. 
After dinner I wrote three letters. Charley came after supper and we started for Mollie's. When about a mile from 
there the buggy broke putting C's arm out of  joint at the shoulder. Sally had gone on the tear  taking the front 
wheels. I carried Charley's arm to Mollie's where Alva and I pulled it back into place. "Mollie weak" Alva went over 
home but did not find Sally. Left buggy and came back straight through. Found  Sally in a ditch by the creek. 
Brought her home all safe and sound. Got home 1:30. Charlie sleeps well. 

!  Sunday April 17 Cold and rainy Rose about 6: Charlie's arm very sore. While eating breakfast Pa came. They fixed 
up the buggy and Pa went home in it. We went down to Uncle Jim's where we met Mr. Potter's, Charlie P. Mr. 
Gerion and Miss Spawn. came back to Alva's through the rain and from there to Mr. Powell's. Charley drove with 
left hand. Do not feel well and my arm aches. I found my ring broken when I came in the house. I'm sorry. Do not 
know whether it can be fixed. 

!  Friday September 2 Charlie & I sat up all night at Mr. Greshams Ina & John Culp, Anna H and Mr. Ulrich & Mrs. 
Meek there. Came home early. Very nervous. Took a nap and then sewed at dress. Mr. Wilson and Larkin called. 

!  Saturday September 3 Hurried through with work and finished my dress before time to go to burying. Pa & Lula 
went in top buggy, Charley and I in the other. Mr. Wilson took us into the church to sing while the procession 
came in. Very sad. I could hardly sing. Went to Eureka. Sang two songs at grave yard. Got home at 2. Washed 
some and patched. Made apron after supper. 



Letters 
!  Oak Grove June 25 1872 

!  Dear Daughter, Your letter has come to hand.  We was 
glad to hear from you (sic) that you are all well. I am not 
too well and at times am fine today. I haven’t seen your 
aunt Phoebe, but hear that she is living in Secor.  I want 
you and William to find out where your Uncle Hamilton 
is and what he is doing.  Tell him to come and see me. I 
want you and William to come and see me.  I would like 
to see them babies.  

!  I am sorry to hear that you are so bad off  for clothing.  
You must tell William to buy less whiskey and buy 
clothing.  He buys too much of  that poison whiskey. It 
makes him sick so he can’t work.  



AutoGraph Books  
GGGrandfather Alex Ayers 



And GGGrandmother Julia 



Military Records 
!  Be sure to get the whole file:   



Fold 3.Com 



My Latest Attempt-Excerpt 
!    

     Charles Hammond Rowan Jr. (Chuck) was my dad.  My earliest 
memories of  him are how big he was, and of  his very deep deep 
voice.  We would sit in the porch swing every night, in the summer, 
and he would sing to me-most always, “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”, or 
some old sea shanty in his big bass voice.  I did not realize then, that 
he was probably off  key. It was just beautiful to the little girl me.  
Recently, in church, I was sitting in front of  a man whose voice 
sounded just like my dad’s, albeit on key.  The memories of  those 
summer evenings on the porch swing all came rushing back.  



The End 
!  Don’t wait too long!  Ask the questions, and get to 

creating!  


